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THE SEVEN

SLEEPERS

after—iife.  Their mirscuious
appearante  preseased  living
proaf of God's abefily to re-
srrect  sowl and bedy, and
cagsed 3 great revival of faith,
They were feted, canesized, and
turned inte living fegends.

Euce lleni, then.’ A pure
Cheistian parable of falin and
devation, Tut hold.  The sane
story forms the ext for oae of
e books of e Koo .., e

by lsebel Fistere

Scusgte MWL  How did this
happes 7 How did Islam come
12 share the Christian parapie?

The persisbent legens had
hean pagged dawn theangh the
ceaturies by scholars of Syrica,
Latin, Fremch and Arab per-
Siagion,  Tee eartiest Syiisc
vertlon of Jacqwes de Saroug
was transiated inte Lt cenwry
Laa by Gregary ce Tours, in-
troducing e stary (nba Westem
Eurape, and Latin iegend. A
Bth gentury cmtlche s stili
sung @ an ansual pllgrimage in
Hrittany 1a 2 *"Seven Sieepars
Cave,” the ancient chant be-
ginnlfg:

“hatrefais il vy avalt e
nomee cruel, Decins, il :f.a.il
sgmre Empercur e plus fEroce
le plus méchant qunn pit iowy-

.
Fil gnt persecutips manyrisanl

e tes  Chretiens.
e refustrent !'l{lﬂmner
lewr foi el lewr croyaece,”
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